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Winter Food and Farms Film Series
All films will be shown at 6:30 pm at the Fenimore Art Museum
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The Real Dirt on Farmer John 


Wednesday, February 16


The epic tale of a maverick Midwestern farmer.  An outcast in his community, Farmer John bravely stands amidst a failing economy, vicious rumors, and violence. By melding the traditions of family farming with the power of art and free expression, this powerful story of transformation and renewal heralds a resurrection of farming in America. Defying all odds, he gradually transforms his land into a revolutionary farming community, a cultural mecca, where people work and flourish providing fresh vegetables and herbs to thousands of people every week. The Peterson family farm has become Angelic Organics, one of the largest Community Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms in the United States, a beacon of today’s booming organic farming movement. 
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The Greenhorns 
         Wednesday, March 16

With Severine von Tscharner Fleming, founder, The Greenhorns

In the autumn of 2007 we officially began seeking out mentors and characters for a film, traveling the country with a confident intuitive sense of an emerging movement of young farmers and a series of borrowed cameras and generous cinematographers. On the road for these 2 years we have found that the movement has emerged--scrappy, resourceful, adaptive young Americans have brought the products and the spirit of this movement into the sun, and we are proud to be the reporters of its successes and a hub for a much-needed centralized network. This is America, and it takes all kinds. All over the country we have met enterprising, hopeful greenhorns: descendants of family dairies, punky inner-city gardeners, homesteaders, radical Christians, anarcho-activists, ex-suburbanites, graduates with biological science degrees, ex-teachers, ex-poets, ex-cowboys. The sons of traditional farmers, the daughters of migrant farm workers, the accidental agriculturalists and the deliberate career switchers all mark our maps. In foothills, warehouses, back valleys, and vacant lots they are popping up as we reclaim human spaces in the broad lazerland of Monoculture that has engulfed rural America.
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Kasen Kizanoric, FILMSTAR

“An essential documentary.... Ifyou like cating, sce this film.”
D Edngen CHANNEL 3

“Verdict - Fascinating subject expertly covered.

Anna S, ENPIRE
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 Vanishing of the Bees 

    Wednesday, April 20
Honeybees have been mysteriously disappearing across the planet, literally     vanishing from their hives. Known as Colony Collapse Disorder, this phenomenon has brought beekeepers to crisis in an industry responsible for producing apples, broccoli, watermelon, onions, cherries and a hundred other fruits and vegetables. Commercial honeybee operations pollinate crops that make up one out of every three bites of food on our tables. Vanishing of the Bees follows commercial beekeepers David Hackenberg and Dave Mendes as they strive to keep their bees healthy and fulfill pollination contracts across the U.S. The film explores the struggles they face as the two friends plead their case on Capitol Hill and travel across the Pacific Ocean in the quest to protect their honeybees. Filming across the US, in Europe, Australia and Asia, this documentary examines the alarming disappearance of honeybees and the greater meaning it holds about the relationship between mankind and mother earth. As scientists puzzle over the cause, organic beekeepers indicate alternative reasons for this tragic loss. Conflicting options abound and after years of research, a definitive answer has not been found to this harrowing mystery.
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Small Farms Rising 

     Saturday, May 14

This video was funded by Adirondack Harvest to showcase 3 farms that have successfully implemented a new (to the Adirondacks) farming activity using their creativity and entrepreneurship. Sam and Denise Hendren of Clover Mead Farm are making certified organic cheese from Jersey cows. Mike Davis of the Willsboro Research Farm and the Northern New York Agricultural Development Project shows how they have been growing certified organic wheat, soybeans and corn for 10 years. Sam Sherman of Champlain Valley Milling Inc, shows how those grains are made into flour. Rob Hastings of Rivermede Farm demonstrates organic production of vegetables and flowers using a variety of season extension techniques. Our goal is to encourage innovative farms to come to the Adirondacks and start farming with us.
